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character. The company was composed of men
and women from London and its vicinity, and of
others who joined them from Kent, Hereford,
and Yorkshire. As both Davenport and Theo-
philus Eaton were members of the Massachusetts
Bay Company, they were familiar with its work;
and on coming to America in June, 1637, they
stopped at Boston and remained there during the
winter. Pressure was brought upon them to
make Massachusetts their home, but without
success, for though Davenport had much in com-
mon with the Massachusetts people, he was not
content to remain where he would be merely one
among many. Desiring a free place for worship
and trade, he sent Eaton voyaging to find one;
and the latter, who had heard of Quinnipiac on
the Connecticut shore, viewed this spot and re-
ported favorably. In March, 1638, the company
set sail from Boston and laid the foundations of
the town of New Haven.

This company had neither charter nor land
grant, and, as far as we know, it had made no at-
tempt to obtain either. "The, first planters/'
says Kingsley, "recognized in their acts no human
authority foreign to themselves/' Unlike the
Pilgrims in their Mayflower compact, they made